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“I’ve been brought up with stories of persecution, exile and longing for a country that you left, 
but as I see it the hostility towards immigrants is increasing these years, and we need to take 
that very seriously!” A few days ago we met artist Louka Anargyros at Copenhagen Contemporary 
(CC) for a talk about his work Power Bottom, which not only comments on the current refugee 
crisis and European hostility, but also offers a very direct call to action.

In the foyer of CC at Refshaleøen, Copenhagen hundreds of grey hands rise from the floor. Each fist is 
clenched in resistance to the migration and asylum politics of the Danish government and more importantly 
in solidarity with the people living under prison-like conditions in deportation camps like Sjælsmark.

Since 2015 the government has transferred rejected asylum seekers to secluded camps guarded by 
uniformed personnel and surrounded by tall fences. Earlier this year the Danish Red Cross concluded 
that the children living in Sjælsmark are at twice the risk of getting mental disorders, as newly arrived 
refugee children in Denmark and in a recent open letter (signed by 50 of the approximately 60 
families living in Sjælsmark) the living conditions are compared to those of a prison and Sjælsmark is 
described as “Denmark’s equivalent to Guantanamo.”

In response to the politicians’ lack of empathy and xenophobic initiatives, Together We Push was 
formed on Instagram in March this year. With help from private donations the organization shops 
groceries for the families at Sjælsmark, they organize kids’ birthdays, raise awareness and makes it 
easier for everybody to help the people in the deportation camp. With his work Power Bottom Louka 
Anargyros (b. 1992) didn’t just want to comment on the situation, he wanted to act – therefore he 
decided to sell each of the 550 fists that the installation consisted of, for a minimum of 300 DKK and 
to donate all the money to Together We Push.

A strong symbol of protest and resistance
“Originally I did the piece two years ago, when I was still a student at the academy,” Louka tells us. 
Each fist is shaped after Louka’s own hand and cast in plaster. “Already back then people wanted 
to buy a single fist to take home, but I said no because I saw it as an installation – not as individual 
art works.” Louka is born in Paris where he studied Fine Arts at École nationale supérieure des Arts 
Décoratifs. After his bachelor he applied for an exchange semester at the Royal Danish Academy of 
Fine Arts in Copenhagen and ended up staying there to do his master, which he finished in 2018.
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“In the beginning – for me – the piece was about sexuality and queer culture combined with protest. 
The fist can be a very strong symbol for protest and resistance, but it is also a very strong symbol in 
queer culture and queer sexuality. For me the meaning started shifting when I had to pick the color, 
that’s when I realized that it’s such a strong symbol of resistance: If you make it red it’s communism, 
if you make it black it’s black power, if you make it white it’s white supremacy – you know what I 
mean. Aesthetically I think grey works really well because of how it catches light and shadow. It also 
gives the viewer the opportunity to project whatever they want on to it.”

After an exhibition at Q (an exhibition space run by the academy’s students) the fists piled up in 
Louka’s studio space and he started to think about unfolding the work in new contexts. “Some of my 
friends started Together We Push and I was thinking a lot about how to help more than just shopping 
once in a while on a sunday or doing small, occasional donations. Suddenly the idea of selling the 
fists separately for donations made completely sense.”

“Stories of exile is in my heritage”
For Louka it is important to donate to a local initiative that is based on the political and emotional 
engagement of citizens. “I know the people who started Together We Push and I saw how they 
reacted to the political situation and decided that they couldn’t just do nothing. I really admire that,” 
Louka tells us when we ask why he chose to support Together We Push.

Even though Louka doesn’t have his own experiences with the asylum system, forced migration and 
persecution is a big part of his heritage. “I’m privileged in any way – kind of – one reason is because 
I have a golden passport; the EU passport. But all of my ancestors became french from asylum 
programmes.” Louka’s mother’s family is from Georgia, but had to flee the country during the Soviet 
occupation and became French through political asylum. His grandmother on his father’s side was an 
Austrian Jew who lost her family in the holocaust and arrived in France all alone at age 10.

“It’s of course a completely different story than the current refugee crisis – I am not inserting myself in 
what’s happening now – but I’ve been brought up with a lot of stories of exile and longing for a country 
that you left. I think that’s one of the reasons why the current situation really resonates with me.”

Louka has noticed one thing in the current refugee crisis that differs from the stories from his 
childhood; the welcomeness – or rather the lack thereof. “I remember stories of all the struggles 
of leaving home under terrible conditions, but I do not remember stories of it being hard arriving 
in France. There were no stories of being unwelcome, but that is definitely because my ancestors 
were white refugees. As I see it the hostility towards immigrants is increasing these years, and we 
need to take that very seriously!

Power to the minorities
In the spring Louka came in contact with the director of Copenhagen Contemporary, Marie Nipper, 
because she wanted to exhibit his graduation work – Leatherboys – on the occasion of Copenhagen 
Pride. Leatherboys is an impressive ceramic piece depicting two life-size human characters locked in 
an embrace, wearing colorful racing suits, gloves, boots and helmets. The usual company logos are 
replaced with abusive and homophobic nicknames that Louka has been called throughout his upbringing.

Leatherboys tells a tough and very personal story about being targeted and abused due to one’s 
sexual orientation and addresses the systemic oppression of everyone deviating from normativity. 
Louka believes in standing up for each other and that different marginalized groups should join forces 
against oppressors. That is also why he decided to call his installation of fists Power Bottom.

“Now the piece is very much about protest and resistance, but I wanted to keep some kind of 
connection to the original thinking. Power Bottom is a term connected to queer culture, but it also 
has to be read as ‘power to the bottom’ as in ‘power to the minorities’. Power to those perceived as 
the bottom of society or the bottom of humanity – or at least those who are being treated that way.”
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Art as a platform for change
“I showed Marie an image of Power Bottom to ask if she knew of people who could be interested in 
the project – I was probably thinking of a smaller gallery space – but then she said that she herself 
was interested.” In a matter of months the project became a reality and until the 22nd of September 
both Leatherboys and Power Bottom is exhibited in the foyer of CC. For a minimum donation of 300 
DKK you can bring home a raised fist as “a memory of an art piece, a small part of an installation, 
a memory of the donation you pledged and a reminder at home – by your window – that YOU can 
actually make a difference,” as Louka beautifully puts it.

We admire Louka for using his platform as an artist not only to raise awareness to the work of 
Together We Push or to comment on the unrighteous European migration politics, but actually doing 
a difference. Art has the important power to shed new light on the issues of society, but with Power 
Bottom Louka expands that potential. It is very refreshing to see an institution like CC engaging itself 
in a cause as politically charged as Sjælsmark, and we really hope to see more art institutions using 
their positions to stand up against hostility and oppression. 

Louka and CC has shown that art can make a very tangible change – one raised fist at a time.

We 100% encourage everybody to follow Together We Push on Instagram, and help out in any way 
possible. Make sure to check their stories to see when and how to help and donate.

https://www.instagram.com/togetherwepush/

